ASHE HOUSE
It is remarkable that such contracts should have been
effected between persons so sharply divided by the actual
fighting of the Civil Wars. We can see the stresses of the
times from the fact that Winston's first child, Arabella, of
whom more later, was not born till 1648, or more than five
years after the date of the marriage, although thereafter chil-
dren were born almost every year. No doubt the couple
were parted by the severities of the war, and did not live
regularly together till the struggle in the Western counties
was ended. It is probable that Elizabeth lived with her
mother during the whole of the fighting, and that from about
the beginning of 1646 Winston joined her there. At any
rate, from that time forward the two young people, wedded
across the lines of civil war, lay low in the ruins of Ashe,
and hoped to remain unnoticed or unpersecuted until the
times should mend.
For a while all went well. But a regular system of informers
had been set on foot, and, despite Winston's Roundhead con-
nexions and Lady Drake's influence and record, the case
against him was not allowed to lapse. At the end of 1649
he was charged with having been a captain in the King's army.
According to the Dorsetshire records, witnesses, greedy, in-
terested, but none the less credible, certified that as late as
December 1645 Winston was still in the field against the
Parliament, that he had been shot through the arm by the
forces under Colonel Starr, and that he had resisted to the end
with the royal garrison at Bristol, None of these facts could
be rebutted.
However, the processes of law continued to work obsti-
nately in spite of war and revolution. Beaten foes had rights
which, unless specifically abolished by statute, they could
assert. The delinquent captain fell back upon the law. He
sought to collect debts owing to him from others. He claimed
that a thousand marks given to his wife by her father, the late
Sir John Drake, could not be sequestered. He laboured to
put off the day when the final sentence would be pronounced.
Long delays resulted. By August 1650 the Parliamentary
authorities had lost patience. " Some cases," say their records,
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